Name (Print)________________________   Period ________

Pre-AP Biology
2006-2007
Mrs. Sandoval

Course Description: Literally, Biology means the study of life. Our biology students will study what living organisms are, and the organisms’ similarities and differences. Our students will investigate how all living organisms interact with each other and their environment. The students will also learn the scientific method, so that they can look at a problem objectively and make intelligent decisions concerning biological issues. 
This course flows at an advanced pace designed to prepare the students for the TAKS test and future AP classes. 
NOTE: All students registered for a pre-AP or AP level class are required to participate in the school’s science fair. 
Conference Information: My conference periods are _____ and _____ period.  Feel free to set up an appointment at any time.  Parents, please make arrangements through the main office at 937-2000.  

Materials & Textbooks: Biology: The Dynamics of Life textbook, notebook/binder, one packet of colored paper, glue stick, 1 box of Kleenex, blue or black ink pen (only colors accepted), pencil, and agenda.

**Additional materials may be needed throughout the year to fulfill major project requirements.

Course Policies:

1. Be on time and bring materials to class every day.  
2. Absolutely no food allowed in class.
3. Audio & electronic devices (CD player, psp, mp3, etc.) and cell phone are not allowed during class. They will be confiscated immediately.
4. Applying makeup and personal grooming are not allowed. They will be confiscated immediately.   
5. Respect everyone at all times.

6. Follow all school and district rules.

**Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated and will be treated as a severe clause.

Consequences:

1. Verbal warning.
2. Student conference and detention.
3. Parental contact, detention, and “N” in conduct on report card. 
4. Referral and “U” in conduct on report card.
**Severe Clause: automatic referral to administrators.

Cheating & Plagiarism: I will make a clear distinction between work that must be your own and work that may be shared. Make sure you also make that distinction. Cheating and plagiarism will have severe consequences. Copying or helping another person on a test will at a minimum result in an F on the test for all involved. An assignment, such as a formal lab report, copied from another student, the Internet, or any other source will at a minimum result in an F on that assignment.

Dismissal:
· Students are to remain in their assigned seats until the teacher dismisses them.  (The bell does not dismiss class, I do).
· Classroom must be in order and clean before dismissal.  Check for trash around seats, tables, desks, and sinks. 
· Lab stations and materials should be cleaned and dried before dismissal.  Don’t forget to wash your hands. 

Grading Policy:

	Daily assignments, activities, & participation
	50%

	Exams, labs, & projects
	25%

	Nine-weeks comprehensive exam, Benchmark exam, and Notebooks
	25%


Do NOT show up to class without your book or agenda!  BOOKS & AGENDAS WILL BE CHECKED WITHOUT NOTICE! The grade will count as a homework grade; either a “0” or “100”.  No excuses will be accepted.  

Make-Up Work: If you are absent, you are entirely responsible for obtaining any assignments from the teacher AFTER CLASS upon returning to class. You are also responsible for turning in make-up work to the teacher THE NEXT CLASS PERIOD.  

Missing/ Late Assignments: If for some reason you forgot, lost, or just didn’t turn in an assignment, there is hope!  You will be allowed to make up assignments during tutoring (if you are an upper classman) or at the Freshmen Success Center (if you are a freshman).  Missing assignments will not be accepted if not completed during these times. 

Tutoring: Tutoring is available to all students.  It is your responsibility to attend tutoring if you are in danger of failing.

· See me for tutoring schedule.
Tardy Policy:
· 1st Tardy Student conference.
· 2nd Tardy Student conference and 10 minutes detention in the designated room.

· 3rd Tardy Student conference, parent contact, 20 minutes detention in the designated room.

· 4th Tardy Teacher, student, parent, and counselor conference, 30 minutes detention in the designated room, “N” in conduct on report card.

· 5th Tardy Office referral and “U” in conduct.

Student Goal: Your goal is to be the best student possible.  Learn and master all science objectives so you may be successful on the Science TAKS Test (required for graduation).  Set your goals high and have high expectations for yourself.  Take responsibility for your actions.

_________________________     ___________________________     _________________

Student Signature
   
    Parent Signature                               Date
 

